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Disclaimer

This report has been written to provide information about using Yahoo Answers to generate 
web site traffic..  

Every effort has been made to make this report as complete and accurate as possible. 
However, there may be mistakes in typography or content. Also, this report contains 
information on Yahoo Answers traffic only up to the publishing date. Therefore, this report 
should be used as a guide – not as the ultimate source of YA traffic.

The purpose of this report is to educate. The author and publisher does not warrant that the 
information contained in this report is fully complete and shall not be responsible for any 
errors or omissions. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility to
any person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused 
directly or indirectly by this report.

Copyright © 2009 – Mike Collins. All rights are reserved. No part of this report may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form without the written permission of the author, except for 
the inclusion of brief quotations in a review.

Note: This e-book is optimized for viewing on a computer screen, but it is organized so 
you can also print it out and assemble it as a book. Since the text is optimized for 
screen viewing, the type is larger than that in usual printed books.
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Introduction

If you're reading this report then you probably already know that Yahoo Answers can be an 
amazingly powerful way to generate website traffic.  In fact, I'm guessing you've already tried 
to use YA to get lots of traffic to your site and it didn't work.

Am I right?

Don't worry you're not alone...most people use Yahoo Answers completely wrong!  

Most people just sit down and start using Yahoo Answers without any kind of plan at all.  They 
don't know the ins and outs of YA and they're disappointed when they never see results. 
They either answer a handful of questions and give up because there isn't a sudden windfall 
of traffic, or they post their link all over the place and quickly get banned. 

Hey, if that sounds like you don't sweat it.  The first time I tried Yahoo Answers my account 
was banned on the third day! 

But I didn't give up!  I learned how to use YA effectively and now not a day goes by where I 
don't get visitors to my various sites from Yahoo Answers.

In this report you'll discover how to tap into the enormous traffic potential of Yahoo Answers.

Ready?  Let's roll...

Copyright © - Mike Collins – All Rights Reserved AnswersDomination.com



4

Setting Up Your Account

In this section I'm going to walk you through the process of setting up your own Yahoo 
Answers account.  If you already have an account and know the basics of YA you can go 
ahead and skip to the next section.

To start setting up your YA account just click on the link below:

http://answers.yahoo.com/

You'll see a web age that looks like this...
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Just click on the link that says “Get Started!” and you'll be asked to either sign in or create a 
new account.  

If you already have a Yahoo account that you use for email or other services do not use that 
account for Yahoo Answers.

The reason for this is simple.  Even though the methods 
you'll be using are consistent with the Yahoo community 
guidelines and not at all spammy...many YA users are a little 
too quick to click on the “Report” button and you could find 
yourself banned!

Don't worry...it happens to the best of us.  But if it happens 
to you they might shut down your entire Yahoo account 
which means you'd lose all of your emails and other 
information.  So better to be safe than sorry and create a 
new account specifically for YA.

Now before you go off answering questions right away I 
want you to spend some time looking at the different 
categories that you can search for questions.  See the figure 
on the right for a sample of the main categories available.

Spend a little time just playing around and digging down 
deeper into each category.  Make a list of various categories 
and subcategories that fit your niche so you know exactly 
where to go when you're looking for questions to answer.  
 
In the next section you'll discover that Yahoo Answers is 
especially powerful when you're trying to send traffic to web 
sites in multiple niches.  By working on many different 
niches at the same time your profile will look more 
natural and you'll reduce the chance of your account being 
suspended. 
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Your Yahoo Answers Action Plan

Now that you've set up your account and explored the Answers interface a bit let's put 
together an action plan so you can get the most out of YA.

First let's take a look at the YA points system.  Listed below are the various ways you can 
earn points...

The first part of our action plan is to just build our reputation and get some points.  You'll also 
be on the lookout for any questions that directly relate to your website so you can leave a link 
as your source.  

Just go to a few different categories and answer some questions without leaving any link at all 
as your source.  

The last thing you want to do is drop a link to your site in every question you answer.  If you 
do that your account will be suspended before you even know what hit you.

Personally I like to follow the 80/20 rule...80 percent of my answers have no link at all and the 
other 20 percent include links back to one of my websites as a source.  

Some people will tell you that is way too conservative.  That's up to you...but in my experience 
its very easy to get your YA account suspended so you're better safe than sorry.

So what you're going to do on day one is answer 20 questions.  Sixteen will have no link and 
4 will have a link back to one of your web properties.  
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But Mike, its going to take me forever to answer 20 questions!

Not really...you can probably do it in about 10-15 minutes.  Keep in mind not every question 
requires a detailed answer.  Lots of questions can be answered in one sentence (or just a 
couple of words).

For some fast answers I like to check out the Entertainment category.  Most of the questions 
there are really just opinions or can be answered very quickly.  Here are some examples of 
actual questions I've seen and an appropriate response...

Question – What's the best crime movie of all time?

Answer – The Godfather.

Q – Who played the Klingon commander in Star Trek III?

A – Christopher Lloyd.

Q – Is Salma Hayek still hot?

A – Hell yea!

Answering easy questions like this gives you a quick boost in points (2 pts each).  It also 
makes your account look more natural.  The best way to keep your account in good standing 
is to be a helpful member of the YA community.  If other users look at your account and see 
you participating in good faith they'll be far less likely to click the Report Abuse button.

Building Momentum
At the end of your first day using Yahoo Answers, you will have answered 20 questions with 
about 4 or 5 of them linking to one of your websites.  

Now I want you to continue following the 80/20 rule and answer questions every day.  You 
should also take a few minutes to vote on some Best Answers (you'll get one point for each 
vote).  Just look for questions that say “In Voting” and you can cast a vote for the user who 
gave the best answer.

If you keep this up you'll have 250 points in just a few days.  That means you'll be upgraded 
to level 2 and you'll be allowed to answer 40 questions a day instead of just 20.  

To be honest, 20 questions is enough for me.  I don't want to devote too much time to YA 
when I have other traffic methods to work on too.  But if you want to go for 40 a day feel free 
to do so.  
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A word of caution....do not link back to the same domain over and over again.  You'll be 
seen as a spammer and your account will quickly be suspended.  You need to spread your 
links over different domains and pages.  I'm pretty conservative and I say you should only link 
to your domain at most once per day.

I know.  You're trying to build links and generate traffic to your site and I'm telling you not to. 
But remember, in order to get the most out of YA you have to use it responsibly.  What's the 
point of getting a bunch of links quickly only to have your account suspended?

Trust me...slow and steady wins the race every time.  Just stay consistent and you'll see a 
steady increase in traffic from YA.  

After only a week or two you should be seeing more and more traffic coming from Yahoo 
Answers.

How much traffic can you realistically expect?

That depends.  Its going to vary based upon the category/niche you're targeting, the quality of 
your answer, whether or not your response is voted Best Answer, etc.  Some of your answers 
will generate little or no traffic at all while other will send dozens or even hundreds of visitors 
to your sites.  

On average you can expect about 1 or 2 visitors per month from each answer you provide. 
That means if you answer just 50 questions with a link back to your site, you can expect 
around 50-100 visitors per month.  That may not seem like a lot to you but remember this is a 
long term strategy.  Imagine if you answer a thousand questions and have over 1000 visitors 
each month!   And all using a simple strategy that takes only 10-15 minutes a day.

Finding Relevant Questions to Answer

When you're looking for questions in which you can leave your link as a source, relevancy is 
important.  You want a question that relates closely to your niche so the visitors you get will be 
highly targeted.  

In most categories the questions come fast and furious.  Its easy to miss a good 
question..and the last thing you want to do is spend your day sitting around waiting for a 
relevant question to answer. 

Instead, I'm going to show you a simple trick to find the most relevant answers possible...
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Go to the Yahoo Answers home page and find the search box.  Right next to it is a link that 
says “Advanced”.  It looks like this...

Click on the Advanced button and you'll be taken to a screen like the image on the next page. 
This is where you can drill deep down into various categories and search for specific 
keywords that are related to your niche.  

This will help you find the most highly-targeted questions that will send the best visitors to 
your site.  

Just enter a keyword phrase that relates to your niche.  

Then under “Search for keyword match in” choose Questions. 

Choose the most relevant category or search through all of them.  Then under “Question 
Status” choose Open Questions.  You want to find questions that are still open so you can 
respond and leave a link back to your site.
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An example of the Advanced Search screen...
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When you run your search you'll see a page that looks like the one below.  I used “web traffic” 
as the search term for this example.

Ignore the first two listings which are just paid advertisements, as are the results in the right 
hand column.

As you scroll down you'll see questions that are open to new responses.  Just find one that 
will fit your niche and answer it. 

Pretty simple huh?  Well how about I show you an even easier way to find relevant questions 
to answer?

Copyright © - Mike Collins – All Rights Reserved AnswersDomination.com



12

Scroll down to the bottom of the Advanced Search results page and you'll see...

Just use the orange RSS button to add this YA feed to your favorite RSS reader and every 
time someone asks a question that contains the phrase “web traffic” you'll be notified.  

If you keep your RSS reader open in the background you can jump on relevant questions 
right away.  You should be able to get a lot of first responses this way.  

Plus you won't have to waste hours scrolling through page after page of questions looking for 
one to answer!
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Keep Building Steam

Ok, by now you should be following the action plan we laid out a few pages back.  You're 
answering around 20-40 questions per day and including a link to one of your sites in about 
four to eight of them.  

Always remember the 80/20 rule...80 percent of your answers have no link and 20 percent do 
list a link as a source.

Now let's talk about some ways to maximize the traffic potential of Yahoo Answers.  I want 
you to get the largest amount of traffic possible!

Spreading the Link Love Around

A little earlier we talked about why you shouldn't link to any one domain too often.  Try it any 
more then once or twice a day and your account is certain to be flagged as spam.  

But if you can only link to your site once each day how will you ever get any real traffic?

The secret is to spread your links around so you don't raise suspicions and get yourself 
banned.  

If you have multiple sites in different niches you'll find it easy to answer just a question a day 
in each niche and build up your traffic across the board. 

But if you really want to build some serious traffic to each site then you'll need to use indirect 
methods too.  This is where your secondary web properties will come in handy...

You should already be using EzineArticles, Hubpages, Squidoo lenses, etc. as part of your 
overall marketing plan.  They should all be pointing to your main website or blog so you can 
monetize the traffic they send you.

Can you see where I'm going with this?

Right!  All you have to do is tap into the huge traffic of Yahoo Answers and funnel them 
through sites like EzineArticles (EZA) and Squidoo and then to your main site.  

I find EZA works best for me when combined with YA, but you should try different sites 
yourself and see which converts best for you.
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Attacking the Long Tail

When you first start answering questions on YA you should see a small traffic boost almost 
immediately.  But after a couple of weeks your traffic should really start to pick up steam.

That's because Yahoo Answers tend to rank very well in the search engines, especially for 
long tail keyword phrases that have little or no competition.  So if you respond to a question 
that ranks well your answer could be seen by hundreds or thousands of people for months to 
come!

So why not help things along a bit by including some long tail keywords in your answer?

You should know as much about your target market as possible...including the keywords they 
use when searching.  Use Wordtracker's free keyword tool or Micro Niche Finder to create a 
list of keywords to slip into your YA responses.  

Look for keyword phrases that get lots of searches but have very low competition.  Subtly slip 
one or two long tail keyword phrases into your answers and many of them should easily rank 
well in the SEs.  

Just make sure you work them into your answer naturally...don't just throw them in for the hell 
of it or your answers will look like spam!

Earning Best Answer Honors

Obviously your best chance to generate traffic through YA is to have your responses voted 
Best Answer. 

The best answer gets listed directly below the question and that's as far as most readers ever 
get.  If you don't get the coveted “best answer” spot you'll see little or no traffic at all.

Here's another reason to shoot for the best answer...many YA questions are republished on 
other sites and blogs along with the best answer!

Thanks to plugins like Caffeinated Content, which pulls content from many sources (including 
YA) and automatically posts it on blogs, your YA answers could be republished all over the 
internet.  And many of these blogs won't be using the nofollow tag so you can actually see 
some real link juice passed on to your sites!

When it comes to getting your response voted as the best answer, I have a few tips for you...

1. Give a quality answer!  It's common sense right?  An informative answer that readers 
find helpful will naturally have a great shot at being chosen.

2. Answer early.  If you're one of the first responses then the person who asked the 
question will definitely read it and they may choose you right off the bat. 
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3. If the Asker doesn't choose a best answer it goes to the polls and any user can vote for 
their favorite response.  And you can vote for your own answer.  Needless to say you 
should go back to all of your answers whose status is “In Voting” and vote for your own 
response.  

Give 'Em What They Want

As you continue to answer question after question you'll start to notice some trends.  You'll 
see the same question appearing over and over again.  

And that's like a bright neon sign flashing you right in the face!  

If lots of people are asking the same question that means you just found a niche ripe for the 
picking.  Put together a blog post or article on the topic that specifically answers that question 
and whenever you see the question pop up you can direct them right back to that page on 
your site.  

Then pull the RSS feed for that question.  Add it to your favorite RSS reader so as soon as 
you see someone asking that question you'll be ready to pounce on it like a mountain lion!

Oh No!  I've Been Banned!

I'm going to be completely honest with you here so I hope you can handle it.  At some point 
you WILL have your account banned.  Even if you follow all of the tips and guidelines I share 
with you in this report...you will get suspended.

Okay, okay, calm down...its not your fault. 

You see, you're not the only one in your niche looking to drive traffic to your website.  Your 
competitors are out there too.  And once you start answering lots of questions and driving 
serious traffic to your site your competition will get jealous.  They'll try to knock you out of the 
game by reporting you as a spammer...even if you're following the YA rules!

This exact same thing happened to me...BUT I got my account back again!  

How?

Let me explain exactly what happened so you'll know what to do when you get suspended 
too.

I had built up a nice little account was answering questions every day.  Some were in my 
niche with a link back to my site or EzineArticles I had written, but most weren't linking to 
anything at all.  
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Suddenly I received an email informing me that my account had been suspended due to 
spam complaints.  

I said to myself...

Well actually I can't tell you what I said to myself because that kind of language doesn't 
belong in a report like this!  :)

But obviously I wasn't happy. 

So I contacted the YA moderators and politely explained that I didn't understand why my 
account had been suspended.  I didn't think I did anything wrong or had broken their terms.  I 
had answered lots of questions in various categories and was participating in the community 
in good faith.

The YA moderators reviewed my account and agreed with me.  My account was back in good 
standing!

Now its very important for you to understand this...its my following the guidelines in this 
report  that saved my account from permanent suspension.  When the moderators took a 
closer look at my account they saw detailed and informative answers.  They saw that I 
included links to lots of different websites.  And they saw many answers in which I didn't leave 
a link at all.

In other words they saw someone using YA exactly the way it was intended to be used.

If they had reviewed my account and found that almost every answer I left included a link 
back to the same website, they probably would have deleted my account right then and there.

Copyright © - Mike Collins – All Rights Reserved AnswersDomination.com



17

Monetizing Yahoo Answers Traffic

Now that you've learned how to use Yahoo Answers to send swarms of traffic to your 
websites, blogs, articles, lenses, etc...let's take a look at how to monetize that traffic.

After all, that's what you're really after isn't it?  It might feel good to check your stats and see 
your traffic steadily increasing...but it feels a lot better to your Paypal account growing!

Do you know what I love best about visitors who come from Yahoo Answers?  

YA traffic is highly targeted and full of buyers.  Remember these aren't people who are bored 
at work and just happen to stumble onto your site.  These are people who have a question or 
problem and they are actively looking for a solution.  All you have to do is offer them their 
solution or point them in the right direction.

AdSense

Perhaps the easiest way to monetize YA traffic is with Google AdSense.  Think about 
it...someone has a problem (let's say bad acne) and they are using Yahoo Answers to find a 
solution.  You respond with some helpful tips and home remedies for getting rid of acne and 
leave a link back to your site as reference.  They check out your site and see a couple of 
AdSense ads promising a 24 hour acne cure...they click on the link and KA-CHING!  You just 
earned yourself some AdSense revenue.

Product Sales

I'm going to warn you right off the bat...do not leave any kind of salespage as your source 
when responding to a question.  You'll immediately be branded a spammer and your account 
will be suspended.  

But that doesn't mean you can't make sales through Yahoo Answers.  You just have to use the 
right strategy.  Instead of leaving your sales page as your source, send readers to an article 
or blog post on the topic.  This is where you can pre-sell the product and direct them towards 
your sales page.  Just don't be too obvious.  A helpful article that leads into a sales page is 
fine.  A blatant advertisement will get you suspended.

Affiliate Products

You're not allowed to link to affiliate products when you respond to questions on YA.  That 
means no direct affiliate link AND no sneaky redirects.  If you ignore my advice and post any 
kind of affiliate links you will find yourself suspended with little chance of being reinstated.  
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The pre-selling strategy mentioned above works well with affiliate links too. Just send visitors 
to an article or blog post and THEN to an affiliate link. 

Newsletter Subscribers

The best way to monetize your YA traffic is to convince them to subscribe to your online 
newsletter.  

If you don't already have a newsletter you are leaving a lot of money on the table.  If you 
want to make serious cash online you absolutely must be collecting email addresses 
and building a mailing list that you can sell to again and again.  

Without a mailing list, if someone doesn't buy from you on their first visit they're gone forever. 
But if you can get them to subscribe to your newsletter you will have many opportunities to 
convince them to open their wallet.  

Seriously, if you get nothing else out of this report...you must start building a list of email 
subscribers that you can promote products and affiliate offers to again and again.  

If you're not sure where to begin you should take a free test drive of Aweber.  I use them 
myself and I highly recommend their service to anyone looking to build a successful presence 
on the web.

Once you've signed up for your Aweber account, you can create a simple form your readers 
can use to subscribe to your newsletter.  Put that form on every page that you link to from 
Yahoo Answers so lots of people will see it.  

Now you don't want to actually ask people to subscribe in your answer.  Instead you should 
simply point them to a page on your site that contains helpful tips...and your subscriber form.  

Since you gave them a helpful answer and then followed up with even more helpful tips on 
your website its very likely they'll want to subscribe to see what else you have to offer.  If 
possible offer them a bonus (such as a free report) to help convince them to subscribe. 
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Dos and Don'ts

Finally, let's go over a few things you should do to keep your YA account in good standing... 
and a few things you should never do (unless you actually want to get your account 
suspended!)

Don't ask readers to “Click the link below”.  That's a pet peeve of many YA users and they 
won't hesitate to report you as a spammer.  When you do that it gives the impression that 
you're not really interested in helping anyone...you just want people to visit your website.

Do follow the Yahoo Answers community guidelines.  They may change occasionally and its 
your responsibility to make sure you're following them.  Ignorance is not a defense and if you 
break their terms and you'll find yourself banned.  You can find the latest YA community 
guidelines here.  

Don't set up multiple accounts and use them to vote yourself Best Answer.  I know its 
tempting to use this gray hat method to quickly build up a lot of YA points and best answers. 
But trust me you will get caught and all of your accounts will be suspended.

Do give quality responses to the questions you answer.  Yes, many questions can be 
answered in just one sentence or even just a few words.  But you'll find that most of the traffic 
you receive comes from the times when you leave a more detailed answer.

Don't use stock answers over and over again.  While its a good idea to have a few generic 
answers saved in a text file for cutting and pasting, you should always customize your 
response to each individual question.  Stock replies are easy to spot and you'll be banned 
before you know what hit you.

Do answer questions in lots of different niches.  I currently don't have any web sites that focus 
on sports, outer space, or history...but I find those topics interesting so I answer some 
questions in those niches all the time.  This helps my account look more natural (because it 
is!) and helps protect me in case of spam complaints.

Don't drop your link every time you answer a question.  Its pretty easy to spot when someone 
is linking to the same domain again and again and doing so will get you labeled a spammer. 
Remember to follow the 80/20 rule (80 percent of answer without a link/20 percent with a link) 
and link to different domains and web properties so other YA users don't see the same 
domain over and over again.

Do become a valued member of the YA community.  Be helpful and courteous to other users 
and don't just be another drive-by spammer.  Remember that like other social media sites, 
how much you get out of Yahoo Answers depends on how much you put into it.
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Resources

Aweber - Autoresponder & Newsletter Service

Wordtrackers Free Keyword Tool - Basic keyword research tool

Micro Niche Finder - Advanced keyword research and competition analysis tool

Caffeinated Content - Wordpress plugin that lets you pull content from Yahoo Answers and 
other sources automatically

Google RSS Reader - free RSS reader
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